
MARK: Do You Not Yet Understand?      6.1.08 

ÒIn those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, 2 "I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will 
faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away."4 And his disciples answered him, 
"How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?" 5 And he asked them, "How 
many loaves do you have?" They said, "Seven." 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the 
ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. 
And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were 
satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about four 
thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples 
and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking 
from him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, "Why does 
this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation."13 And he left 
them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, 
and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, "Watch out; 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod."16 And they began discussing with one 
another the fact that they had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why are you 
discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces did you take up?" They said to him, "Twelve." 20 "And the seven for the four thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?" And they said to him, "Seven." 21 And he said 
to them, "Do you not yet understand?" Mark 8:1-21 ESV  

 
 

v.1-9  Separate, additional miracle of feeding the multitudes similar to the one before. 
 

P: Jesus is a God of great compassion. 
P: Jesus is concerned about both spiritual and practical needs. 
As GodÕs people, are we concerned as well? If not, what steps do we need to take in this direction? 
 

P: Jesus will work with whatever we have available. 
Are we being faithful to bring Jesus what we have? 
 

Òa sign from heaven to test him.Ó      Miracles not enough. They wanted Ôproof from God.Õ 
Òsighed deeply in his spiritÓ           ïnly time used. Great anguish and frustration. 
Òno sign will be given to this generationÓ    Strong language. Jesus will not be their monkey. 
 ÒWatch out;    Strong word. Beware! 
Òbeware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of HerodÓ  Debated. Seems like unbelief. 
Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread?    You are missing the whole point. 
Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and  
        having ears do you not hear? OT and Pharisee indictments. Pressing it home. 
And do you not remember? Do you not yet understand?" The exclamation point.  

 
 
 

Primary Point: 
Disciples, watch out! You are acting just like the Pharisees! 

Don’t let unbelief take root in your life!  
 

Original Audience:  They would have needed to hear thisÑ especially in their context. 
Contemporary Audience: We need to hear this as well. Consider our context.  

 
 

Understanding Our Unbelief: 
1. Our own sin nature and/or propensity toward sin. 
2. The way we were raised, our personality, life experiences, etc.  
3. Our cultural slant toward skepticism. 
4. We just donÕt get the fullness of who Jesus is and what He is doing. 
5. We just get fixated on the wrong thing and miss the point. 

a. Why is this happening to me? End times? AnythingÉ! 
 

Addressing Our Unbelief: 
1. Increasing our understanding of who Jesus is and what He does. 
2. Improving our memory. 

 

Increasing Our Understanding of Jesus: 

1. Read and study the Bible, pray, etc.  
a. If you donÕt know how, get a mentor. Nobody stands alone here. 

2. Read some great books. Read some new authors for a new perspective. 
3. Serve Jesus both inside and outside our church. 

 

Steps Toward Improving Our Memory : 

1.   Read the Scriptures: 
a. They are a historical record of GodÕs work throughout history. 
b. They highlight His faithfulness in the lives of flawed people just like 

us. (esp. OT ÔheroesÕ : Abraham, Moses, David) NT, today=disciples 
2.   Keep a journal: 

a. Serves as your own personal Ôspiritual historyÕ book.  
b. Write dates in your Bible.  

3.   Listen to and begin to tell Ôfaith storiesÕ : 
a. Build an ÔEbeneezer.Õ (1 Sam. 7) 
b. As a family, as a community group, as a church.  

 

Where is the ‘leaven of unbelief’ present in our lives? 
What steps do we need to take to address it? 

 

          
          
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
Visit www.crossinglouisville.com for more helpful resources, including study guides on Mark.  

Works Consulted : ExpositorÕs Bible Commentary, Life Application Bible, MacArthur Study Bible, Messages by Steve 
Hart, Numerous Other Commentaries on Mark  


