If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 8.16.09
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it
will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no donbting, for the one who donbts is like a wave
of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will
receive anything from the Lord; 8 be is a double-minded man, unstable in all bis ways. James 1:5-8
EST

P: Wisdom is necessary to effectively navigate our trials.
P: None of us come by it naturally.

“If any of you lacks wisdom...” Not the lofty, esoteric knowledge of the philosophers
but
the OT" ability to “live skillfully” for God’s glory. James’ Jewish audience would
have understood this. In this context “wisdom” is understanding the nature and
purpose of trials and knowing how to meet them victoriously.

Some Basic Wisdom for Trials:
1. God is not the source of any kind of evil. (World, Flesh, Devil).
2. God is sovereign over all of our lives and allows trials for the development of
our “spiritual stamina” to move us toward spiritual maturity.
3. Because this is true, the question we need to ask ourselves when trials come is
not “Why?” but “What...?” (What are You trying to teach me about Yourself,
myself, the Church, etc.)

Why Do We Need This Kind of Wisdom?
1. Because trials are complicated.
2. Because trials can put us in a fog.

“let him ask God...” Recognizes God as the ultimate source of wisdom and our ever-
present help in our trials. This requires humility.

..who gives generously to all withont reproach, and it will be given him.” Lit. “Let him ask the
constantly giving God.” An important statement about the character of God as
well as a promise that He will answer our prayer for wisdom.

P: Our God is a generous giver Who does not want anyone to
hesitate to come to Him.

Do I recognize that 1 need God’s wisdom in my trials or am I laboring under the prideful
assumption that I “have it all together?”

Do I have an accurate, biblical picture of God or a false one influenced by other sources?

“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting” Settled trust and confidence in God. “I believel!
Help my unbelief!” Mk. 9:24 is a good example for us in a fallen world.

P: We are to approach God believing that He can and will act.

“for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.” A
concrete
example from nature. In ancient times, the sea was a symbol of chaos and instability.

“For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; be is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.” Lit. Two-souled. As if one soul is saying “I
believe!” while the other is saying “I don’t!” “Mr. Facing Both Ways.” - John
Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress.

Do I approach God in complete confidence that He is able to give me wisdom or do am I “donble-
minded” about His ability to provide?

Putting Feet on It:
1. Turn from sin and trust in Christ. Get the first thing first.
2. Immerse yourself in the Scriptures.
a. They are the primary way God shares His wisdom with us and how we
are to wisely navigate our trials.
b. This will strengthen our faith in the good character of our God and His
history of goodness to His people. (Israelites, Joseph, Daniel, Job, etc.)
3. Connect in community with others who are fighting the same fight of faith.
a. Listen to the wisdom that God has shared with those around you.
b. Listen to their stories of how God has provided for them in their trials.
4. Look to Jesus as your payment, pattern and power.
a. Jesus died for all the times we have tried to “go it alone.”
b. Jesus sought God’s wisdom in every moment of His life and ministry.
c. Through His Spirit, Jesus empowers us to walk in God’s wisdom.

Don’t Forget!
August is “Cultivate Community” month.

To celebrate, we will be serving lunch the first three Sundays of this month
after our gathering. Everything is provided. This is a great opportunity to build
greater community church-wide, welcome newcomers, and serve one another.

Stay for lunch!
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